
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

807   South  3rd Street    Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office)  (585) 285-1864 (emergency)   

Office Email:    churchofthelittleflower@gmail.com 

Website:     churchofthelittleflower.church 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM Sunday: 9:30 AM (English)        &     12:15 PM (Spanish)     

Daily: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  Noon          Wednesday:  6:00 PM  
Adoration: Wednesday 5:00 PM 

Epiphany of the Lord  

 
The star . . . stopped over the place where the child was. (Matthew 2:9) 

Imagine how difficult the Magi’s journey was. If they came from Persia, as most scholars 

believe, they would have had to travel nearly one thousand miles. That’s four months on 

the road. Traveling all that time with treasures like gold, frankincense, and myrrh would 

have made them ripe targets for brigands and highway robbers. And then there were the 

general conditions, “the ways deep and the weather sharp,” as the poet T. S. Eliot put it. 

How many times do you think they were tempted to turn around and return home? 

To add insult to injury, when they came to Jerusalem, they discovered there was no 

“newborn king of the Jews” to be found (Matthew 2:2). They had to go to Bethlehem and 

“search diligently” for him there (2:8). What a model of faithfulness and perseverance! 

And these were pagans who didn’t even worship the God of Israel! 

On this day, when we celebrate the first Gentiles to worship the Lord Jesus, let’s follow 

their example on our own journey toward Jesus. When the way of discipleship seems too 

deep and the weather too sharp, picture the Magi trudging over miles and miles, deter-

mined to get to Jesus. When the lies of the devil or the allure of the world tries to rob 

you of your faith, picture the Magi guarding their treasures. When the road to holiness 

turns out to be longer than you thought it would be, or when it takes an unexpected 

turn, picture the Magi pressing on to Bethlehem to seek the Christ child. The Magi were 

“overjoyed” when they found the Lord (Matthew 2:10). Similarly, your perseverance will 

be rewarded with the deep-down joy that comes from knowing the overflowing love of 

Jesus. Surely this is a journey worth taking! 

“Jesus, help me to persevere so that I can behold your glory!” 

{From The Word Among Us Daily Meditations for Epiphany, 2023} 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,391        Last Year’s Offering: $1,996 

Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,790 Online Offering:  $613.85 

Children’s Offering: $6 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help 

us meet our budget. 

Weekly Mass 

 

January 7 

5:00 pm Mass 

 

January 8 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

January 9 

Noon Mass  

 

January 10 

N0on Mass 

 

January 11 

5:00 Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

 

January 12 

Noon Mass 

 

January 13 

Noon Mass 

Second Collection ~ we have a second collection  this w eekend for  Black 

and Indian Missions 

Volunteers Needed ~ to help take down the church ’s Christmas decorations 

this Sunday at 2:00 pm.  All help is appreciated.   

Religious Education ~ is doing a fund raiser  to raise m oney to go to Albany 

in March.  We are selling “RollArulers” for $5 each.  These are a fun way to help you 

use your tape measure.  All proceeds benefit the kids. 

Poinsettias ~ if you w ould like to take hom e a  plant after  Mass, please feel 

free. 

Food Pantry ~ We take up collections for the food pantry every 1st and 3rd Sunday of 

each month.  With Thanksgiving and Christmas coming, we need fresh and unexpired 

items such as canned and boxed meat, oatmeal and grits (individual servings).  House-

hold items such as  dish soap,  wipes, toothpaste, and toilet paper are also needed.   

A Multi-Family Yard Sale at St. Theresa Church is scheduled for Saturday, 

March 4, 2023, from 8 AM until 2 PM. Signing up as a seller will begin February 

4th and 5th after each Mass. Sign up will end after each Mass on February 18th – 

19th   Recommendation: A donation of 10% of cash earnings or any amount the seller 

determines appropriate can be given to the Church at the end of the yard sale at which 

time a donation receipt will be given.  

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call  for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Ed– Resumes January 8, 2023 at 11:00 am 

Confirmation–  Resumes January 8, 2023 at 11:00 am 

Adult Faith Formation/ Bible Study—resumes  January  19, 2023 at 10:15 am 

Confessions- Sunday: 8:45-9:15am  & 11:30am  to Noon;   

Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm; 

Wednesday: 5:15-5:45 pm; and by appointment 

Today’s readings begin on page 829 in the St. Augustine Hymnal. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese

