
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

807   South  3rd Street    Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office)  (585) 285-1864 (emergency)   

Office Email:    churchofthelittleflower@gmail.com 

Website:     churchofthelittleflower.church 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM Sunday: 9:30 AM (English)        &     12:15 PM (Spanish)     

Daily: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  Noon          Wednesday:  6:00 PM  
Adoration: Wednesday 5:00 PM 

Happy Feast Day to Us!!! 
What a joy to celebrate our Patroness, St. Therese of Lisieux. We are specially blessed to 
have her as our Patron Saint.  Pope Pius X calls her “the greatest saint of modern times” 
because of her deep faith in God even amid terrible sufferings. On this her feast Day, we 
will reflect on how faith carries us through our sufferings. In her autobiography, the Sto-
ry of a Soul, she writes, ““Though my suffering seemed to have reached its height, yet my 
attraction thereto did not grow less, and soon my soul shared in the trials my heart had 
to bear. My spiritual aridity increased, and I found no comfort either in Heaven or on 
earth; yet, amid these waters of tribulation that I had so thirsted for, I was the happiest 
of mortals.”  

The first reading tells how the prophet, Habakkuk, was crying to God on behalf of the 
people of Israel. Their king at that time, Jehoiakim, was hopelessly careless, wasteful 
and a poor administrator. Because of this, violence and suffering were increasing and 
getting worse. The people came to the prophet, asking him to plead with God for inter-
vention and direction on what they should do. The prophet’s prayer and God’s response 
form the two parts of our first reading. The prophet cries out: How long, O LORD? I cry 
for help, but you do not listen! I cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not intervene. To 
speak to God in the face of suffering and violence is what a person of faith does. Some-
times, it seems that God is silent amid terrible sufferings. But his response to the proph-
et tells us that he is not silent. 

God’s response to the prophet is an invitation to hope. He says that his plan “presses on 
to fulfillment, and will not disappoint. If it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will 
not be late.” The deepest suffering of the human heart is hopelessness. Faith gives us 
hope that God is at the center of life and can bring out the best from the worst situation, 
even if we do not see it yet. Faith calls for patient trust in God. He says, “The rash one 
has no integrity; but the just one, because of his faith, shall live. In other words, “he is 
saying: keep on believing, do not abandon the way of justice! Maybe you now cannot un-
derstand the reasons for my tolerance, but be faithful all the same; some day you will see 
my intervention of salvation.” As we celebrate St. Therese today, let us imitate her deep 
faith in God’s loving presence and care for all of us. St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, pray 
for us.  

Happy Feast Day!!!   Fr. Paulinus  

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,391        Last Year’s Offering: $2,341 

Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,253 Online Offering:  $103.50 

Children’s Offering: $12 

Annual Catholic Appeal Goal: $11,532 

Total Given: $8,791.50 Pledge Balance: $105 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help 

us meet our budget. 

Weekly Mass 

 

October 1 

5:00 pm Mass 

Joachim Pham Dinh  

 

October 2 

9:30 am Mass 

Joachim Pham Anh 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

October 3 

Noon Mass  

 

October 4 

Noon Mass 

 

October 5 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

 

October 6 

Noon Mass 

 

October  7 

No Mass 

St. Therese of Lisieux Feast Day ~ is this w eekend! Saturday is her  

feast day and we will celebrate her as a parish on Sunday afternoon from 4-6 pm.  

We will have hamburgers and hot dogs and games.  Everyone is welcome!   

Rosary ~ October  is the m onth of the Rosary.  W e w ill say the Rosary 

30 minutes prior to the start of Mass each weekend in October . 

Southern Cross Second Collection~ there w ill be a second collection 

next weekend, October 8-9, for the Southern Cross.  This is a monthly magazine 

sent out by the diocese that can help you know more about your faith and other 

churches in our Diocese.  All families should receive this If you do not currently 

receive it, please let Father know so we can sign you up.  The cost is $15 per year 

Pet Blessings ~ in honor of St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day, Tuesday, October 

4,  Fr. Paulinus will do pet blessings at 6:30 pm at the Sacred Heart Statue be-

hind the Church.  Everyone is welcome to bring their pets for a blessing.    

Parish Workday ~ w ill be Saturday, October 29 beginning at 8:00 am.  

We need lots of help, so please make plans to come.  Lunch will be provided. 

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call  for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Ed– Every Sunday 11:00 am until Noon 

Confirmation–  Every Sunday 11:00 am until Noon 

Adult Faith Formation/ Bible Study—Every Thursday at 10:15—11:30 am    

Confessions- Sunday: 8:45-9:15am  & 11:30am  to Noon;   

Saturday: 4:15-4:45 pm; 

Wednesday: 5:15-5:45 pm; and by appointment 

Today’s readings can be found on page 1192 in the St. Augustine Hymnal. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese

