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He ran to his son. (Luke 15:20) 

 
What an image! You can picture Jesus’ listeners gasping at his description of a respect-
ed, wealthy landowner, advanced in age, hiking up his robes and running to greet his 
wayward son! In the patriarchal culture of ancient Israel, it would have been humiliating 
for a father to do such a thing. The child should be the one coming to the father—humble 
and repentant—while the father stands firm, arms folded, waiting to see what his son 
has to say for himself. Any father acting as the father in the parable did would have 
brought scandal to himself and his family. 

But “scandal” is a good way to describe Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son. Jesus told this 
story in response to a group of Pharisees who were scandalized by his practice of openly 
welcoming “sinners” (Luke 15:2). It’s as if Jesus were saying, You think I’m a cause for 
scandal? Let me tell you a parable about my heavenly Father and the depths of his 
mercy! 

God’s mercy defies our fallen human logic. Whoever heard of a God who runs to wel-
come sinners before they have a chance to repent? Or a God who forgives sins that we 
think are unforgivable? Or a God who rejoices over us even when we give him very little 
reason to rejoice? But this is your God. His love is unfathomable and free-flowing. In a 
world powered by pride and selfishness, a world that urges retaliation for every single 
slight, it’s downright scandalous. 

And it’s for you. Your heavenly Father loves you completely, and there’s nothing you 
can do to make him stop loving you. There’s nothing you can do to make him give up on 
you—or any of your loved ones. 

So let God love you today. Let him run to you and embrace you and shower you with his 
mercy. Even if it scandalizes you, let that mercy fill your heart and flow out to the people 
around you. 

“Father, thank you for your wondrous, scandalous love!” 

 

[From the Word Among Us Daily Meditation for Sunday, September 11, 2022] 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,391        Last Year’s Offering: $2,431 

Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,617  Online Offering:  $113.85 

Children’s Offering: $40 

Annual Catholic Appeal Goal: $11,532 

Total Given: $8,791.50 Pledge Balance: $105 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help 

us meet our budget. 

Weekly Mass 

 

September 10 

5:00 pm Mass  

Maria Hanh Nguyen 

 

September 11 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

September 12 

Noon Mass  

 

September 13 

No Mass 

 

September 14 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

 

September 15 

Noon Mass 

 

September  16 

Noon Mass 

Religious Education ~resum es this Sunday at 11:00am.  This is for  
First Communion, Confirmation, and all school age children. 

General Anointing of the Sick~ Father will have a General Anoint-
ing of the Sick after each Mass this weekend. 

Adult Faith Formation ~ w ill resum e Thursday, Septem ber  15 
with meetings 10:30 –11:30 am or 6:00 pm—7:30 pm.  This week’s theme is 
“What the Catholic Church believes about the Eucharist.” 

Give Us This Day ~ This is the final weekend to sign up for Give Us This 
Day. If you are interested, please contact Tammy Teel at 229.313.9065 or 
tteel1973@gmail.com.  

St. Therese of Lisieux Feast Day ~ is Saturday, October 2.  W e will 
celebrate her on Sunday, October 3 from 4:00 pm until 6:00 pm.  The 
Church will provide hamburgers and hotdogs for everyone.  Masses will re-
main at the normal times. 

Rosary ~ October  is the m onth of the Rosary.  W e w ill say the Ro-

sary 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass each weekend in October . 

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call  for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Ed– Every Sunday 11:00 am until Noon 

Confirmation–  Every Sunday 11:00 am until Noon 

Adult Faith Formation/ Bible Study—Every Thursday at 10:30—11:30 am   

or 6:00 pm—7:30 pm 

Confessions- Sunday: 8:45-9:15am  & 11:30am  to Noon;  

Wednesday: 5:15-5:45 pm; and by appointment 

Today’s readings can be found on page 1186 in the St. Augustine Hymnal. 
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