
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

807   South  3rd Street    Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office)  (229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Office Email:    churchofthelittleflower@gmail.com 

Website:     churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 PM Sunday: 9:30 AM (English)        &     12:15 PM (Spanish)     

Daily: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  Noon          Wednesday:  6:00 PM  
Adoration: Wednesday 5:00 PM 

Continuing to Celebrate St. Thérèse of Lisieux  
 
Last Friday, October 1, was the Memorial of our Patroness, St. Thérèse of Lisieux. We 
continue this weekend to celebrate and focus our minds on her and the light God is shin-
ing on the world through her. Part of the opening prayer for the Mass of her feast day  
reads: “O God, who open your Kingdom to those who are humble and to little ones, lead 
us to follow trustingly in the little way of Saint Thérèse, so that through her intercession 
we may see your eternal glory revealed.”  The one thing that draws many to this young 
saint of Lisieux was the littleness in her spirituality. Identifying herself as the Little flow-
er, choosing the name “Theresa of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face” and summing her 
spiritual life as the “Little Way of spiritual childhood” resonates with Jesus’ humble 
ways and powerfully draws many to follow her examples.    
 
The best introduction to Thérèse’s spirituality is a text that she wrote at the behest of Sr. 
Marie of the Sacred Heart, a sort of memoir of the retreat that she made in September 
1896, just a year before her death. What she offers is a "science of love," a way of know-
ing and acting that is utterly conditioned by the love that Jesus has placed in her heart: 
"Jesus deigned to show me the road that leads to this Divine Furnace, and this road is 
the surrender of the little child who sleeps without fear in its Father’s arms." 
 
Thérèse concluded that God is pleased to work with those who have become utterly doc-
ile to his direction, who have acknowledged their total dependence upon him, their read-
iness to receive gifts. Any sense that God’s love must be earned or that a relationship 
with him is a product of economic calculation is repugnant to a healthy spirituality: 
"Jesus does not demand great actions from us but simply surrender and gratitude." 
 
Pope Francis says that St Therese is his favorite saint and keeps a picture of her on his 
bookcase. Explaining his choice for St Therese, Pope Francis remarks: “Do not be afraid 
to depend solely on the tenderness of God as Saint Thérèse of Lisieux did, who, for this 
reason, is a beloved daughter of the Blessed Mother and a great missionary saint.” He 
has also remarked: “When I have a problem, I ask the saint, not to solve it, but to take it 
in her hands and help me accept it.”      Con’t... 
 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,377        Last Year’s Offering: $2,293 

Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,341  Online Offering:  $ - 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet 

our budget. 

Weekly 
Mass 

 
October 3 

9:30 am Mass 
12:15  pm Mass 

 
October 4 

Noon Mass 
 

October 5 
Noon Mass 

 
October 6 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 
6:00 pm Mass 

 
October 7 

Noon Mass 
 

October 8 
Noon Mass 

 
October 9 

6:00 pm Mass 

Adult Faith Formation/ Bible Study ~ the next few  sessions will focus on under-

standing the Creed.  Everyone is invited to come learn more about the Creed and it’s im-

portance as being Catholic. 

Rosary ~ October  is the m onth of the Rosary.  W e w ill say the Rosary 30 

minutes prior to the start of Mass each weekend in October. 

Pet Blessings ~ in honor of St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day, Monday, October 4,  Fr. Pauli-

nus will do pet blessings at 6:30 pm at the Sacred Heart Statue behind the Church.  Everyone 

is welcome to bring their pets for a blessing.    

Parish Survey ~ this is the final w eekend to return your  survey.  If you have not 

filled in one, there are extras in the Narthex.  Thank you for your input.   

Memorial Mass~ w e w ill celebrate a Mem orial Mass on W ednesday, October  20 

at 6:00 pm to commemorate the parishioners who have died in 2021.  Most of our parishion-

ers were unable to come to the funerals due to COVID-19.  We would like to have the oppor-

tunity to come together as a parish family and celebrate the lives of the ones who have passed 

away.   

Southern Cross Second Collection ~ the second collection next w eek is for  the 

Southern Cross.  It is the goal of the Diocese that every family receives this magazine once a 

month.  If  you have an address change or would like to receive this, please contact Tammy 

Teel at 229.313.9065 .   

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Education– Sunday 11:00 am—12:00 Noon 

Confirmation–  Sunday 11:00 am—12:00 Noon 

Adult Faith Formation/ Bible Study—Thursday  7:00– 8:30  pm. 

Confessions- Sunday: 8:45-9:15am  & 11:30am  to Noon;  

Wednesday: 5:15-5:45pm; and by appointment 

The readings for today’s Mass begin on page 1063 in the St. Augustine Hymnal.  

Con’t … As members of her parish family, we can develop personal 
devotions to Saint Thérèse of Lisieux and do more in learning about and fol-
lowing her example of the Little Way of spiritual childhood.  

St. Theresa of the Child Jesus, Pray for us. 

https://www.biographyonline.net/spiritual/pope-francis.html
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese

