
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

807   South  3rd Street    Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office)  (229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Office Email:    churchofthelittleflower@gmail.com 

Website:     churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 PM Sunday: 9:30 AM (English)        &     12:15 PM (Spanish)     

Daily: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  Noon          Wednesday:  6:00 PM  
Adoration: Wednesday 5:00 PM 

DENY YOURSELF, TAKE UP YOUR CROSS, FOLLOW ME 

Some people believe that if God is God, he should take away all problems from our 
lives and make us very happy here on earth. The ancient Israel had such a dream. 
The title ‘Messiah’ or ‘Christ’ was loaded with all these hopes and dreams of the 
Jewish people. When Peter said that Jesus was the Christ, he was placing all these 
hopes and dreams on him. He had the right answer but the wrong understanding. 
And so, Christ had to educate him and the other apostles. He shocked them and 
dashed all their dreams when he began to explain what this title really meant. It was 
a big shock to hear that the ONE who had come to SAVE was going to suffer greatly 
and be killed. The bombshell was so deafening that, very likely, they did not even 
hear the last phrase, ‘and rise after three days’. The mystery of Christianity is the 
mystery of ‘Saving Suffering’. The Cross of Christ is at the center of every Christian’s 
daily life because it is also our Cross. This is why Christ demands from ALL his fol-
lowers: ‘Deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me’. 

A true Christian denies himself. He grows daily from selfishness to selflessness. The 
ordinary human way is to focus attention on myself and my interests, but the Chris-
tian way is to burn my life for others, as Christ did. This is how Christ lives on in his 
followers and saves the world through them. Christ’s work does not make ours un-
necessary; it makes it fruitful. Christ still gives up his life for others in our own lives 
today. We see it every day in the fidelity of marriage, in the care given to ailing and 
failing parents, in the love and attention given to children, especially sick ones, in 
the hours donated to charity, in the time spent in the hospital rooms and at homes 
with sick loved ones, in the comfort and help given to the bereaved and hurting, and 
in enduring wrongs for the sake of peace and love. We all have our personal crosses, 
the fruitful branches of the one saving Cross of Christ. 

Quote from St. Therese: 

“In Heaven, we shall enjoy dwelling on these dark days of exile. Yet the three years  
           Con’t.. 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,431 

Online Offering:  $ 102.60 

Annual Catholic Appeal  

Goal $10,294   Total Given: $10,325 

Pledge  Balance: $150 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet 

our budget. 

Weekly Mass 
 

September 12 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

September 13 

Noon Mass 

 

September 14 

Noon Mass 

 

September 15 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

 

September 16 

Noon Mass 

 

September 17 

Noon Mass 

 

September 18 

6:00 pm Mass 

Religious Education ~ resumes this Sunday, September 12 at 11:00 am .  We 
welcome all kids kindergarten and up.   

Adult Faith Formation ~ w ill resum e on Thursday, Septem ber 16 at 
7:00 pm.  This year we will have different topics each week as well as spend time 
in and learning to pray.  Everyone is welcome to come if you would like to learn 
more about the different parts of our Faith.  Our first topic is a Presentation on 
the Rosary.   

Prayer List ~ Please add Dot W alls to your  prayers.  

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Education– Sunday 11:00 am—12:00 Noon 

Confirmation–  Sunday 11:00 am—12:00 Noon 

Adult Faith Formation—Resumes September 16  at 7:00 pm. 

Confessions- Sunday: 8:45-9:15am  & 11:30am  to Noon;  

Wednesday: 5:15-5:45pm; and by appointment 

The readings for today’s Mass begin on page 1057 in the St. Augustine Hymnal.  

Con’t...“of my Father's martyrdom (i.e. sever illness) seem to me 
the sweetest and most fruitful of our lives. I would not exchange 
them for the most sublime ecstasies, and my heart cries out in 
gratitude for such a priceless treasure: "We have rejoiced for 
the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us." [7] Precious and sweet 
was this bitter cross, and our hearts only breathed out sighs of 
grateful love. We no longer walked--we ran, we flew along the 
path of perfection.” 

St. Therese of Lisieux. The Story of a Soul (Illustrated) (p. 78). 
Kindle Edition. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese

