
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

WE ARE THE BRANCHES OF JESUS 
 

The entire season of Easter celebrates God’s sharing of his life with us through the ris-
en Body of Christ. In these words, “I am the Vine; you are the branches,” Jesus gives 
us another beautiful image of Easter. It is joyful to see how Jesus uses several images 
to teach us how we live in communion with him, and with one another in him. The 
gospel of John has a beautiful lineup of these images of our union and communion 
with Christ. They are called the “I am” sayings of Jesus because each of them begins 
with “I am.” There are five of them. Last Sunday, we heard him say, “I am the Good 
Shepherd.” Today, he says, “I am the Vine, you are the branches.” The other three are: 
I am the light of the world; I am the Bread of Life; I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 
Each of these reflects our communion with Christ and our dependence on him.  

The key phrase in the image of the vine is “remain in me.” He says, “Remain in me, as 
I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the 
vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me.” This image shows how Jesus draws 
life from the Father and communicates it to us. There is a mysterious living connec-
tion between each of us and Christ and uniting us with one another in Christ. You can-
not tell where the vine stops, and the branches begin. It is one tree. But God allows us 
the freedom to choose to remain on the vine or off the vine. If we remain, we have life 
and bear fruit of God, if we choose not to remain, we begin to wither and die spiritual-
ly. 

How do we stay united to the vine? Two major ways: prayer and the Christian commu-
nity. For St. Teresa Calcutta, listening to God in prayer was the very first link in the 
chain of interior peace. Here's how she put it: The fruit of silence is prayer; the fruit of 
prayer is faith; the fruit of faith is love; the fruit of love is service; the fruit of service 
is peace... Pope Francis, in his apostolic exhortation on the Call to Holiness, harmers 
on prayer. He asks: How can we fail to realize the need to stop our rat races and recov-
er the personal space needed to carry on a heartfelt dialogue with God? As a branch 
cannot survive without the flow of life from the tree, no one can remain spiritually 
alive without constant inner communication with God. And, we learn this culture of 
prayer, communication, and communion with God within the community of believers, 
the family of God.  

God bless you all.   Fr. Paulinus 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,034 

Online Offering:  $ -  

Annual Catholic Appeal  

Goal $10,294   Total Given: $7,578 

Pledge  Balance: $1,430 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet 

our budget. 

Weekly Mass 

May 2 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

May 3 

Noon Mass 

 

May 4 

Noon Mass 

 

May 5 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

John R Tate 

 

May 6 

Noon Mass 

 

May 7 

Noon Mass 

 

May 8 

6:00 pm Mass 

Jan Sears+ 

Rosary ~ May is the month of Mary.  In her honor we will recite the Ro-

sary each weekend in May.  We will begin 30 minutes before the start of 

Mass.  Everyone is welcome to come early and honor Mary. 

First Communion ~ w ill be on Sunday, May 16, at the 12:15 pm 

Mass.  Please pray for Emmanuel Moreno as he continues to prepare for 

this amazing sacrament.  

2021 Graduates ~ If you are graduating from  high school or  

college this year, we would like to recognize you.  Please contact Tammy 

at 229.313.9065 with your name and information.   

 Annual Catholic Appeal ~ Thank you to everyone who has con-

tributed so far.  If you haven’t yet, there is still time.  Envelopes have 

been provided in the narthex for you.  Please make out checks to Diocese 

of Savanah.  Thank you for your generosity.  

Mass Intentions  ~ Would you like Father Paulinus to remember a 

loved one during a daily or a Sunday Mass?  Please contact him with the 

information and he will be glad to say the Mass for your special person.   

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Education– Each Sunday 11 am—Noon  

Confirmation–  Each Sunday 11 am—Noon 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese

