
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

Peace be with You!!! 

We hear the priest say this at every Mass, after the Our Father, “Lord Jesus Christ, who 
said to your Apostles, Peace I leave you, my peace I give you.…” The qualifier “my” says a 
lot.  Here is the full biblical verse: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid.” (Jn. 14:27). Peace is the Easter greeting of the Risen Christ. It is not a mere wish, 
but a real gift.  The source of this heavenly peace is his Presence, his risen, new and un-
dying Life.  Christians are Easter people because of their faith in this powerful, healing 
and life-giving Presence of God in the Risen Body of Christ.  

The resurrection of Christ is the most wonderful life-changing event ever.  Because he 
rose from death, evil, hatred, fear and suffering have been overpowered. Though they 
still hang around inflicting difficulties on us, but their power has been broken by the glo-
ry of the resurrection. With Christ, Christians are able to rise above the power of sin and 
evil, hatred and mutual suspicion and recrimination. They are able to connect to God’s 
infinite love flowing in Christ. Think of Peter’s words in today’s first reading where he 
was addressing the Jewish people who took part in killing Jesus. His tone was filled with 
courage, love and appeal. He pointed out the horrible evil of their act, but added “Now, I 
know, brothers, that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did….” Compare 
this to the anger of Peter at the trial of Christ, that he pulled a sword and cut off 
someone’s ear. This new ability to rise above human errors and conflicts comes from the 
enlightening Presence of the risen Christ; the result is great peace.  

The Spirit of the risen Christ opens the minds of his followers to begin to understand the 
Scriptures better. John’s gospel today says, “Then, he opened their minds to understand 
the scriptures.”  He does the same for us, especially at Mass where he meets with us as 
his family.  He answers many questions in our minds and allows us to see, as Peter says, 
why suffering is a necessary part of love. We see how his new Presence breaks the power 
of sin through forgiveness. We begin to recognize the central good news that God is re-
lentless in his mercy. He takes our worst sins to himself, wipes them away, and gives us 
healing and forgiveness instead of punishment and retribution.  No matter how bad our 
sins are, no matter what we think we deserve, God has just one answer for us: in a stun-
ning act of love, he offers us his Son, Jesus, in the humble form of bread and wine. It is 
this Presence, with all its effects, that gives us the greatest peace. 

May the Peace of the risen Christ be with you all. Amen  Fr. Paulinus 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $1.662 

Online Offering:  $ -  

Annual Catholic Appeal  

Goal $10,294   Total Given: $7,028 

Pledge  Balance: $1,380 

If you prefer to give online: https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese  

Or text “GIVE NOW” to 229.318.4127  

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet 

our budget. 

Weekly Mass 
 

April 18 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

April 19 

Noon Mass 

 

April 20 

6:00 pm  
Confirmation  

 

April 21 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

 

April 22 

Noon Mass 

 

April 23 

Noon Mass 

 

April 24 

6:00 pm Mass 

Confirmation ~ w ill be Tuesday, April 20.  Please pray for  the fol-

lowing as the continue to prepare for this special sacrament:  Jeremy Gonza-

lez,  Kelly Gonzalez,  Jerald Hidalgo,  Jeremy Hidalgo, Julian Mejia, Edward 

Torres, Esme Torres, Allison Vargas, Yahir Vargas.  

Rice Bowls ~ please rem em ber  to br ing your Rice Bowls, there is a 

basket in the Narthex for them.  Next weekend is the last weekend to bring in 

your donation.   

Thank you ~ to the fam ily of Mrs. Pat Jarrell w ho passed aw ay in 

January.  They donated 2 kneelers for the sanctuary.  

Annual Catholic Appeal ~ Thank you to everyone who has contrib-

uted so far.  If you haven’t yet, there is still time.  Envelopes have been pro-

vided in the narthex for you.  Please make out checks to Diocese of Savanah.  

Thank you for your generosity.  

Second Collection ~  we will have a second collection next weekend, April 

24 & 25,  for Catholic Home Missions.   

Rosary ~ May is the month of Mary.  In her honor we will recite the Rosary 

each weekend in May.  We will begin 30 minutes before the start of Mass.  

Everyone is welcome to come early and honor Mary. 

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, & Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for appointment 

First Communion/ Religious Education– Each Sunday 11 am—Noon  

Confirmation–  Each Wednesday 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/littletherese

