
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

The Little Way of Renunciation  

Continuing with quotes from the book “Twelve Little Ways to Transform Your Heart: Lessons 
in Holiness and Evangelization from St. Thérèse of Lisieux” by Susan Muto and Mike Aguilina.  
Seventh: “The Little Way of Renunciation”:  

There could be no greater example of self-emptying love than that poured out by our crucified 
and risen Lord. P. 75 

In a world as bound to analytical logic as our own, the Cross can be a stumbling block to evan-
gelism. We either accept it or we don’t.  We either mock the mystery or bend our knee in obe-
dience to the Father’s loving and allowing will. P. 75 

Once she entered Carmel, Thérèse seemed to be graced with an ever maturing ability to show a 
similar love for everyone she encountered, from eager novices to irritable elders.  P. 76 

Like Thérèse, we, too, need to concentrate less on questions that have no answers (why would 
one so brilliant have to die so young?) and more on living the mystery of the Cross. P. 76 

One fruit of evangelization is to commend to prayer what we can neither grasp nor change. We 
do not question God’s ways, for they are not ours. It is enough to know that God gives us the 
strength we need to accept what comes and to profit from it. P. 78 

Not to conform to God’s will was for Thérèse both an abuse of our freedom and a frightening 
descent into disobedience. P. 78 

Reminders of the disappointments everyday life holds can be discouraging, but living the pas-
chal mystery gives us a new perspective. P. 79 

One danger Thérèse faced in the cloister was the temptation to turn “molehills” into 
“mountains.” Gossip erodes Gospel values unless one is willing to redirect one’s thoughts to a 
more transcendent plane of meaning. The less attention one pays to inconveniences and disap-
pointments, the more one begins to access the “bigger picture.” P. 79 

Thérèse’s capacity to turn the tables on judgmentalism enabled her to obey Christ’s caution to 
judge not so that we will not be judged (see Lk 6:37). Her moment-by-moment yes to the Fa-
ther, in ways unnoticed by others but known full well to God, helped her to grow in humility 
and self-abnegation. P. 80 

She was able to remain an evangelizing force under intense trials of faith because she had by 
now trained herself to see them as life-giving. They were both crosses God asked her to carry 
and crossroads to a holier life. P. 80 

Thérèse teaches us how to be instruments of God’s will in the world, united so intimately to 
Jesus that he lives and acts in us. This plunging of our soul into the furnace of Divine Love  

           Cont’d... 
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Cont’d…resembles the “surrender of the little child who sleeps without 
fear in its Father’s arms.” P. 80 

The Carmelite lesson learned from St. John of the Cross – that renuncia-
tion is the only way to liberation – had a profound effect on Thérèse. P. 
80 

The same struggle is felt by every evangelizing heart. Suffering in some 
form accompanies us the moment we move from self-enclosed isolation 
to world-embracing love. P. 81 

Her example of the crossover between time and eternity proved that we 
humans are like amphibious creatures: one foot of ours is on the shore of 
the finite, and the other is in the sea of the infinite. P. 81 

Living the paschal mystery lets us see meaning in apparent meaningless-
ness. P. 81   St. Theresa of the Child Jesus – Pray for us 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,407 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goal: $10,832  Total Given: $15,535.37 

Pledge Balance: $2,722.82 

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet our 

budget. 

Weekly Mass 
 

November 15 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

November 16 

Noon  Mass 

 

November 17 

Noon Mass 

 

November 18 

5:00 pm Holy Hour  

6:00 pm Mass 

 

November 19 

Noon Mass 

 

November 20 

Noon Mass 

 

November 21 

6:00 pm Mass 

Responsorial Hymn: 

“Blessed are those who 

fear the Lord.” 

Bob Lee ~ is currently staying w ith his daughter  as the doctors try to  
find a way to heal him.  Here is her address if  you would like to send a card: 755 
Laurel Dr., Sandersville, GA 31082 

Second Collection ~  there will be a second collection next weekend for the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development.  

Gold and Silver Wedding Jubilee Anniversary Mass– all couples who are 
celebrating their Silver or Gold (25th or 50th) Wedding anniversaries in 2021 
are  invited to participate in the Jubilee Mass on Sunday, February 7, 2021, at 
the Cathedral Basilica of St. John the Baptist in Savannah.  If you would like to 
attend, you may register at www.diosav.org/gold-and-silver or contact Fr. Pauli-
nus no later than December 21, 2020. 

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, and Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for ap-

pointment 

First Communion/ Religious Education– Sundays 11 am—Noon.   

Confirmation–  Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm. Supper included.   
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