
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
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(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

 The Little Way of Abandonment to Divine Providence  

Continuing with quotes from the book “Twelve Little Ways to Transform Your Heart: Lessons in Holi-

ness and Evangelization from St. Thérèse of Lisieux” by Susan Muto and Mike Aguilina.  Fifth: “The Lit-

tle Way of Abandonment to Divine Providence”:  

The fifth step to in-depth evangelization suggests that our duty is not to concentrate only on this or that 

mission but to see the whole of life as one entire mission of surrender to the will of God. P. 57 

So far, we have focused on the efficacy of the hiddenness, the richness of the ordinary, and the blessings 

of being a little child. Now Thérèse inspires us to pursue an outlook contrary to our expectations. In a 

world that prides itself in independence and self-sufficiency, she instils in us, evangelizers, the truth 

that our primary starting point must be a spirit of self-abnegation, which is to say the annihilation of 

anything in us resistant to humble obedience to the Father’s will.  P. 57 

To appreciate this spirit, we have to look no further than the scripture account of Jesus’ agony in the 

Garden of Gethsemane (See Mt 26:36-42). He knew that his hour had come. To drink this cup was his 

destiny as Son of God and Son of Man. Despite his human resistance to the debilitating suffering he 

foresaw, he offered his total yes to the Father.  P. 58 

This example of the abandoned heart of Jesus would not have been forgotten by Thérèse during the ago-

ny of her incurable illness. Consumption claimed her body but paradoxically its infliction released her 

soul to such a degree that even on her death bed she was an exemplary evangelizer. Everyone around 

her was edified by her peace, her gentleness, her serenity, and her unfailing humor. This growth in 

Christian virtue would have been inconceivable had she not been converted already to the need for ap-

preciative abandonment to the love-will of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. She knew from experience that 

suffering, about which we can do nothing, is an invitation to union with our crucified Lord. P. 59  

The more she abandoned herself to living her life as one act of love the more she brought together sanc-

tity and service, contemplation and action. Behind plain appearances, she saw people thirsting for 

Christ as much as he thirsted for them just as they were, without any frills. P. 59 

Thérèse enjoyed the peace of Jesus by accepting, as he did, that nothing happens outside of God’s loving 

and allowing will. Conformity to Christ was not an exercise in passivity but an act of receptivity that 

bore lasting fruit. P. 59 

Thérèse’s evangelical zeal came from her knowledge that God would accomplish in her what she could 

never do on her own. That is why, toward the end of her autobiography, she wrote words every evange-

lizer ought to commit to memory: “…charity consists in bearing with the faults of others, in not being 

surprised at their weaknesses, in being edified by the small acts of virtue we see them practice …  
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...it is no longer a question of loving one’s neighbor as oneself but of loving him 

as He, Jesus, has loved him, and will love him to the consummation of ages. P. 

60 

Abandonment to Divine Providence leads us to the perfection of love. On the 

day of her profession, (September 8, 1890), Thérèse carried on her heart a let-

ter in which she wrote to her Spouse: “Jesus, I ask you for nothing but peace, 

and also love, infinite love without any limits other than Yourself.; love which 

is no longer I but You, my Jesus.   P. 60 

To both her sisters and her confessor, she said a few months before she passed 

away: I am not dying, I am entering into life. Abundant love pervaded her 

abandoned heart to such a degree that it cast out her fear (See Jn. 4:18). P. 60 

St. Theresa of the Child Jesus – Pray for us 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $1,213 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goal: $10,832  Total Given: $15,518.70 

Pledge Balance: $2,739.49 

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet our 

budget. 

Weekly Mass 
 

October 25 

9:30 am Mass 

12:15  pm Mass 

 

October 26 

Noon Mass 

 

October 27 

Noon Mass 

 

October 28 

5:00 pm Holy Hour  

6:00 pm Mass 

 

October 29 

Noon Mass 

 

October 30 

Noon Mass 

Elizabeth Lillian Tate 

 

October 31 

6:00 pm Mass 

Responsorial Hymn: “I 

love you Lord, my 

strength.” 

Statement from Bishop Stephen Parkes on the Holy Father's comments on civil 
unions:    

“On October 21, 2020 it was reported that the Holy Father, Pope Francis, made 
comments in the context of a secular documentary film regarding same-sex civil 
unions.  Please note that these comments do not constitute a definitive teaching on 
the matters of faith and morals that we hold near and dear as Catholics and do not 
alter Church teaching on marriage.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church (#1660) 
states the marriage covenant, by which a man and a woman form with each oth-
er an intimate communion of life and love, has been founded and endowed with 
its own special laws by the Creator.  The Holy Father does not use secular docu-
mentaries to communicate and offer definitive teaching on issues of faith and mor-
als. “ 

Prayer List ~ Please add Bob Lee and Frank Olson to your  prayers.   

Second Collection ~ there w ill be a  second collection next Sunday, No-

vember 1 for World Missions.  

All Souls Day ~ is Monday, Novem ber  2.  Father  w ill celebrate Mass at 

9:00 am, 12 Noon and 6:00 pm.   


