
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

The Little Way of Trust in Divine Mercy  

Continuing with quotes from the book “Twelve Little Ways to Transform Your Heart: Lessons in Holi-

ness and Evangelization from St. Thérèse of Lisieux” by Susan Muto and Mike Aguilina.  The third of 

the twelve is “The Little Way of Trust in Divine Mercy”:  

Despite promises of reconciliation and forgiveness, we may still be tempted to see our faults as evils to 

be shunned rather than as pointers to instruct us in the life of the spirit. Infidelity is not a cause for dis-

couragement but a call to live in the childlike trust that God sustains our smallest efforts with the great-

est of graces. Reliance on Divine Mercy—not our own “do-it-yourself” mentality—is the key to lasting 

accomplishment. P.37 

Thérèse observed that children learning to walk unavoidably fall down from time to time, and yet this 

awkwardness endears them to their parents and makes their first sure steps a cause for celebration. She 

also saw the connection between physical setbacks and spiritual progress. Life was for her not a problem 

to solve but a mystery to ponder. The drier she felt the more she observed that through bouts of 

“exterior darkness, [she] was inwardly illumined!” (pp. 37-38) 

Mortification of self-love enabled her to participate in Christ’s own kenosis or self-emptying on the 

Cross. His thirst convinced her of the need to pray without ceasing for souls seeking God, who alone 

could fill their blessing cup to the full. (p. 38). 

The carefreeness of being like a little child enabled Thérèse to labor for God’s glory whether or not her 

efforts were rewarded. Being a little ball with which God could play was enough reward for her. (p. 38). 

In desolation, when she probably felt like a lost child, helpless and alone, she clung to the truth of her 

friendship with a Playmate who promised never to desert her. She bypassed the ups and downs of her 

often volatile emotions and relied instead on Christ’s promise not to leave her orphaned (cf. Jn 14:18). 

(p. 38). 

What gives us confidence are not accomplishments attained in life but the redemptive love of God. He 

comes to our aid in proportion to our willingness to acknowledge our finitude. (p. 39). 

It is an ever-present reminder that longings as infinite as ours for union with God can never be satisfied 

in this limited life. Thérèse herself confesses that the moment she heard that her sister Pauline had de-

cided to enter Carmel, “[She] shed bitter tears because [she] did not yet understand the joy of sacri-

fice.” (p. 39).   

Once she came to see the blessings of being a little child, Thérèse understood that God “parcels out trials 

only according to the strength He gives us.”6 Her confidence in God became one of the all-

encompassing virtues of her life. (p. 39).       Cont’d... 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Cont’d… 

The selfless nature of her love enabled her to mirror the excess of love that 

drew the Father to sacrifice his Son for sinners like us. What motivated her to 

love others without expecting to receive love in return, was to do as Jesus did.  

(p. 39). 

It is up to us to accept with equanimity the trials and joys sent our way by our 

Beloved. In either case, they are invitations from God to test our good inten-

tions and to reveal what we should do for others. (p. 40). 

In this era of the New Evangelization, we have to expect that the vine-grower 

will put us through the process of pruning the dead branches of slavery to self 

in order to disengage us from whatever obstructs Christ-centered love. P. 42 

St. Theresa of the Child Jesus – Pray for us 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,635 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goal: $10,832  Total Given: $15,333.70 

Pledge Balance: $2,924.49 

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet our 

budget. 

Weekly Mass 
 

October 11 

9:30 am Mass 

Maria Ta Thi Thoa  

12:15  pm Mass 

 

October 12 

Noon Mass 

 

October 13 

Noon Mass 

 

October 14 

5:00 pm Holy Hour  

6:00 pm Mass 

 

October 15 

Noon Mass 

 

October 16 

Noon Mass 

 

October 17 

6:00 pm Mass 

Maria Dinh Thi Hue 

Responsorial Hymn: “I 

shall live in the house of 

the Lord all the days of 

my life.” 

Rosary ~ October  is the m onth of the Rosary.  W e will say the Rosary 30 

minutes prior to the start of Mass each weekend in October. 

Second Collection ~ today is for  Peter ’s Pence.   

Southern Cross ~ second collection will be next week. Every household in 

the diocese is encouraged to receive the Southern Cross.  If you have moved or do not 

receive this publication, please contact Fr. Paulinus or Tammy Teel.  The minimum 

donation requested is $15,  if you are able to give more, please do so to help support 

those who are unable to do so. 

Religious Education  ~ w ill resum e on Sunday, October  18 at 11:00 am .  

There is a sign up sheet in the back for you to sign up your children so we will know 

how best to social distance for everyone.  We ask that everyone wear their masks.   

Confirmation Group ~ w ill resum e on W ednesday, October  14 at 7:oo pm .  

Our Confirmation program is 2 years and all children in 6th grade and higher are wel-

come.  Please sign them up on the sheet in the back of the church.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Tammy Teel at 229.313.9065. 


