
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

The Little Way of Hiddenness  

Continuing with quotes from the book “Twelve Little Ways to Transform Your Heart: Lessons 

in Holiness and Evangelization from St. Thérèse of Lisieux” by Susan Muto and Mike Aguilina.  

First of the twelve is “The Little Way of Hiddenness”:  

“The little way of spiritual childhood emphasizes the efficacy of hiddenness. It invites us on a 

daily basis to emulate the untold life of Jesus of Nazareth and to see its “nothingness” as a ver-

itable treasury of graces. Mustard seed theology (a mite produces a mighty tree) does not pre-

clude contact with the wider world, especially through prayer. It reveals the paradoxical reality 

that good deeds can abound with or without others knowing their origin.” (p. 20) 

“It was as if she saw this facet of spiritual childhood as a discipline of non-effort, distinct from 

an effort of the will. This paradox of effortless-effort taught her how to let go and let God be 

her all in all. This exercise of non-effort flies in the face of activism; it presupposes that one 

allows the divine directionality to prompt one to serve others in a totally self-abandoned 

way.” (p. 21) 

“Every routine experience she had as a nun offered Thérèse yet another occasion to relinquish 

herself and to live in God. She felt no need to craft elaborate methods of prayer. It was enough 

to place herself in the presence of her Beloved and to cultivate continual remembrance of him. 

Joyful perseverance hidden from the naked eye may not be the most exciting of virtues but its 

staying power is undeniable.” (p. 24)  

“The crux of her spirituality lay not in what she did but in the way she did it. She reached the 

heights of great holiness without performing any dazzling feats, thereby teaching us in this era 

of evangelization that as long as we listen to the whispers of the Spirit in the here-and-now sit-

uations in which we find ourselves, we will honor our call to discipleship and respond accord-

ingly.” (pp. 24-25)  

In summary, there are five portals of spiritual childhood, beginning with our reclamation of 

the efficacy of the hidden life: 1. to cultivate a humble heart that resists the slightest tempta-

tion to ego-inflation or self-absorption. Such humility results in the overcoming of all fears 

and frustrations and lets us find comfort by simply walking in the footsteps of Jesus.  
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2. to accept the fact of our finite, limited existence and derive from it a 

more realistic outlook on life as wholly reliant on God. 3. to live each 

day with a grateful heart and to surrender to God’s grace in the circum-

stances in which we find ourselves. 4. To live detached from the need 

for puffed up self-importance. We shun the illusory promises embed-

ded in power, pleasure, and possession and enjoy instead the self-

effacement of being who God intends us to be. 5. Finally, we reach the 

point where we can behold in every person, event, and thing the guid-

ing hand of Holy Providence drawing us forth from the shadows of 

earthly suffering to the threshold of heavenly joy. (pp. 25-26)  

St. Theresa of the Child Jesus – Pray for us 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,293 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goal: $10,832  Total Given: $14,917.03 

Pledge Balance: $3,394.48 

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet 

our budget. 

Weekly Mass 

September 27 

9:30 am 

12:15 pm 

 

September 28 

Noon Mass 

Joachim Dinh Pham + 

 

September 29 

Noon Mass 

 

September 30 

5:00 pm Holy Hour  

6:00 pm Mass 

Peter Doan Le+ 

 

October 1 

Noon Mass 

Feast of St. Theresa  

 

October 2 

Noon Mass 

 

October 3 

6:00 pm Mass 

Responsorial Hymn: 

“Remember your mercies, 

O Lord.” 

Second Collection  ~ There will be a second collection today  for Mission 

Cooperative Appeal. 

Rosary ~ October  is the m onth of the Rosary.  W e w ill say the Ro-

sary 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass each weekend in October beginning 

next week. 

Pet Blessings ~ in honor of St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day, Sunday, October 

4,  Fr. Paulinus will do pet blessings at 6:00 pm on the lawn behind the 

Church.  Everyone is welcome to bring their pets for a blessing.    

Condolences ~ for  the fam ily of Evaristo Olguin w ho passed aw ay 

September 15. He and his wife Lupe, are former parishioners who moved to 

Mexico.   

Prayer list ~ please add Agueda Rodriguez del Cam po to your  pray-

ers. 


