
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

We Have Responsibility for One Another 
 

It is very easy to simply focus on “saving my soul” as the main goal of our spir-
itual life. The readings of today all try to shine the light on the communal nature 
of our lives as God’s Family.  The first reading describes our duty to warn the 
wrongdoer. The second reading sums up all the commandments with the phrase 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In the gospel, Jesus describes the 
four steps we must take to correct an offending brother or sister.  Because God 
is a Trinitarian Family, our relationship with Him is familial. We are a com-
munion of saints because of God’s love flowing into us and out of us and holding 
all of us together in Himself.  We are not just separate individuals striving to 
make our way to heaven, we are parts of the one organic Body of Christ, and 
therefore have responsibility for one another.  

Jesus gives us four steps we must take, if necessary, to bring back an erring 
brother or sister. It is important to note that the phrasing, “If your brother sins 
against you” actually refers to a broader situation “if your brother sins” based 
on the older Greek manuscripts of this gospel. This broader version gives us re-
sponsibility for everyone around us who does evil, as prescribed in the first 
reading, for we are all prophets by baptism.  

The first step is to go privately to the person for one and one discussion. We 
must pray for the right disposition and choice of words. Unfortunately, there is 
the tendency to complain to everyone else except the person involved. The law 
of love would want us to keep the good of this person topmost in our minds. If 
this move fails, Jesus says we should take one or two others with us. The goal of 
this small expanded company, according to the Lord, is to use the appeal of 
multiple witnesses. Sometimes, one person’s view may be considered naïve or 
unreasonable. With one or two others saying the same thing, the appeal be-
comes stronger. And if this too fails, Jesus says to tell the Church.  This also is 
not designed to humiliate or publicize but to get the Church family, a small 
group too, to work together to bring this person back to order and out of spiritu-
al harm.          Cont’d... 
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Finally, Jesus says, “If he refuses to listen even to the 
Church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collec-
tor.” This last step may sound dismissive, but it really is not. 
The way Jesus treated Gentiles and tax collectors was to con-
tinue to reach out to them. Matthew himself used to be one 
of them. Jesus is our model. Therefore, this fourth step is a 
call for prayer for this person. It is a call to never give up for 
any reason, in trying to win back an erring brother or sister. 
This is the way God deals with us. He never gives up on us 
for any reason whatsoever. He keeps pursuing and calling 
and wooing us to get us back to order. And he would want 
the same kind of unrelenting loving heart to beat inside us 
for one another. And so, Jesus ends the instruction on the 
note of the power of a group prayer: “For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.”  

God bless you all.   Fr. Paulinus 

Our Gifts to God: 

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,588         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,095 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goal: $10,832  Total Given: $14,665.36 

Pledge Balance: $3,646.15 

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us meet 

our budget. 

Weekly Mass 

September 6 
9:30 am 

Mary Dao Thi Nguyen  
12:15 pm 

 

September 7 

Noon Mass 
 

September 8 
Noon Mass 

 
September 9 

 Holy Hour 5:00 pm 
6:00 pm Mass 

 
September 10 

Noon Mass 
 

September 11 
Noon Mass 

 

September 12 
6:00 pm Mass 

Responsorial Hymn: “If 

today you hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts.” 

Prayer List ~ Please add Martha Walls to your prayers.   

 

Mass Intentions  ~ Would you like Father Paulinus to remember a loved one 

during a daily or a Sunday Mass?  Please contact him with the information and 

he will be glad to say the Mass for your special person.   

St. Theresa on prayer ~“I have many distractions, but as soon as I am aware of 

them, I pray for those people the thought of whom is diverting my attention.  In 

this way, they reap the benefit of my distraction.”  

— From “Sermon in a Sentence  , Volume I: St. Therese of Lisieux” 


