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Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
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Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

REOPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASSES 

We thank God for being able to reopen our church for Mass, starting this Monday, 

May 25, 2020. The Bishops wisely followed the government guidelines to close the 

churches for our safety and good health. As we reopen slowly, we will have to do 

everything to ensure maximum protection for all our parishioners coming to Mass. 

The situation has been described as a war against an invisible enemy, and it re-

mains so. A good number of our parishioners are at high risk regarding this dis-

ease. We will, therefore, strictly follow the CDC general safety guidelines for gath-

ering.   

We will always spread out as much as possible based on the number of people in 

church at any time. The sign of peace will be by a wave of hands; the virus cannot 

take away our joyful sharing of peace with one another. As before, the Holy Com-

munion is only in one form, the Sacred Host, and by hand only. We encourage 

people to use our sanitizer stations as needed. If for some reason, you are not 

comfortable coming to church yet, the diocesan administrator has extended the 

dispensation from the Sunday obligation through June. Kindly worship from home 

as we keep everyone in our prayers. 

Our usual Mass schedule for weekdays and Sundays will fall back in place, at noon 

daily, except Wednesday. On Wednesdays, we begin our usual Adoration/

Benediction at 5:00pm and Mass at 6:00pm. On Sundays, 9:30am (English) and 

12:15pm (Spanish). We will be communicating the new dates for our First Com-

munion and Confirmation. The Solemnity of Ascension, according the diocese of 

Savannah practice, is moved from Thursday to this Sunday, May 24. Finally, we 

thank those who helped trim our bushes last Saturday: Jim Volz, Bill & Carolyn 

Epps, Tammy Teel, Bob Lee, Joy Adams, and Dylan Teel. Thank you so much.  

We joyfully welcome ourselves back to the Sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist. 

Let us remain very positive about everything, knowing that God is at the center of 

our lives and fills every situation with grace.  

Happy Feast of Ascension to everyone.   Fr. Paulinus  

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Church Reopening ~ "After conferring with the College of Consultors, I would 

like to announce today that in the Diocese of Savannah, the suspension of the 

public celebration of Holy Mass will be lifted on Monday, May 25, 2020, while the 

dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday mass will remain in place at 

least through June 28, 2020. The churches will reopen at the discretion of the 

Pastor on Monday, May 25, 2020 for personal prayer and daily mass." —Very 

Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, Administrator, Diocese of Savannah 

Carpet Update ~ due to the Pandemic, the carpet mill was shut down for sever-

al weeks, but expect to begin production on our carpet May 15. If all goes well, 

we can expect installation around the middle of June. 

Our Gifts to God  ~ As we prepare to reopen our church and begin to gather for 
Masses again, we want to thank the many of our parishioners have continued to 
support the Church through regular offerings during this. Here is the breakdown 
of the recent Sunday offerings: 4/26/20 - $1,390; 5/03/20 – $3,385; 5/10/20 - 
$735; and 5/17/20 -  $1,200.   

Offering options: offertory basket (if attending Mass), regular mailing, rectory 

front door mail hole any time, and online giving through the diocesan link on our 

website or diocesan website (diosav.org). We thank you immensely for your gen-

erosity.   

Congratulations Graduates ~ College graduates: Madison Teel; High 

School graduates: Emma Brazel, Reid Brinson, Dylan Gaines, Fernada Hurtado, 

Cleto Lerma, Tim Lull, Anabelle Nguyen, Ana Ortez, Roxana Perez, Fernando Ro-

driguez, and Dylan Teel. 

Resources for Spiritual Life at Home ~ Even as we reopen, we still need 
the many resources that now feed our domestic church. When not able to attend 
Mass, even during the week, try to access the online Masses. Use our parish’s 
account to access the numerous resources on formed.org. There are several oth-
er resources for spiritual life at home available on the website of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) under the tile “Resources for 
Families, Parishes and Dioceses during the COVID-19 Crisis.  Those without 
internet access can rely on the EWTN television channel for ongoing spiritual 
nourishment at this time.   

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramental-

ly, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though You have already come, I 

embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; never permit me to be separated 

from You. Amen. 

http://diosav.org/
http://formed.org/
http://usccb.org/

