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 STAY WITH US, LORD   

St. Luke presents to us the rich story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus and 

their meeting with the risen Jesus. This happened on the Sunday of the Resurrection. 

Luke uses this event to reveal the mystery of the Sunday Mass, where Jesus warms up 

our hearts with his Word and joins us to himself and to one another in the Eucharist. 

Sunday is shown to be the Day of the Risen Lord. On this Day, He gathers his disciples 

around himself to rebuild their lives with his new Life.  During this time of global pan-

demic, when we are not able to gather in Churches, Sunday still retains its special 

grace for us for spiritually celebrating our union with Christ and in Christ.  

The two disciples were heading to Emmaus, away from Jerusalem and from the rest of 

the disciples. They were sad and disappointed at how Jesus, their expected liberator, 

had ‘ended’. They were returning to their old lives. Jesus joined them, warmed up their 

cold hearts with His Word, and, as he broke bread, opened their eyes to the truth that 

he was alive. They returned to Jerusalem, the city of peace, a sign of returning to the 

peace of God’s household and to the unity of the rest of the disciples.  This time of 

global distress, especially, calls for this peace of the risen Christ in our hearts.  His 

warm presence can heal and soothe the sadness of this period.  

Our human disease is our brokenness and disunity, while God’s very life is an un-

breakable unity. The Mass is called the Breaking of the Bread because there, God be-

comes Bread and breaks himself to enter our lives and heal our brokenness with his 

unbreakable unity. It is the same with the mystery of the Cross, where the undying 

One submits to the brokenness of death so he could give his undying life to us and re-

store us to life.  This time of physical isolations, and loneliness for some people, we can 

let the unbreakable unity in Christ fill our hearts and relieve the pains of social dis-

tances in our hearts and minds. Like the Emmaus disciples, let us welcome Jesus’ offer 

to be in our company every Sunday and every day, and so welcome him into our hearts 

and homes. He will do the rest to restore our broken lives.  

Happy Easter to everyone!!!   Fr. Paulinus   
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Updates on Opening of our Churches ~ “Knowing how much Catholics every-

where are yearning to return to the Eucharist and to gather once again in our church-

es, we must communicate that, having struggled with our decision, we believe that we 

must yet maintain the current practice of sheltering in place. With input and support 

from the priests of both the Archdiocese of Atlanta and the Diocese of Savannah, we 

are, for the safety of all Georgia residents, not authorizing the return to congregating 

at churches or making our churches available for devotions. This determination ex-

tends through the month of May.  If the sheltering-in-place and social distancing 

guidelines are altered significantly during this time, we will reexamine the possibility 

of congregating at churches.” – Archbishop Gregory Hartmayer  

Our Church Anniversary ~ Occasionally, the anniversary of our Church dedica-

tion, April 26, 1931, falls on a Sunday. On this Sunday, 4/26/20, we thank God for 

continuing to keep our church building strong and our parish community even 

stronger. Let us rejoice in our unity and try to be there for one another, especially at 

this time when reality reminds us that the Church is more than the building.  Happy 

Anniversary to all of us. 

Our Gifts to God  ~ During this special time of being invisibly together as a Parish 

Family, we are aware that the economic situation of some families has been affected 

by the shutdowns due to the pandemic. Yet, many of our parishioners have continued 

to support the Church through regular offerings. We want to thank you all for this 

deep understanding. Here is the breakdown of the recent Sunday offerings: Palm 

Sunday (4/5/20) - $1,227; Easter Sunday (4/12/20) – $2,133; Divine Mercy Sunday 

(4/19/20) - $1,795. Also, families terribly affected by this situation can let us know 

how we can help. Our food pantry is open this Saturday, May 2, beginning at 10am.  

Offering options: regular mailing, drop off in Church on Sundays, rectory front door 

mail hole any time, online giving through the diocesan link on our website or dioce-

san website (diosav.org). We thank you immensely for your generosity.     

Resources for Spiritual Life at Home ~ In addition to the daily online Masses 

on our parish Facebook page and Zoom, there are several resources for spiritual life 

at home available on the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(usccb.org) under the tile “Resources for Families, Parishes and Dioceses during 

the COVID-19 Crisis.  Those without internet access can rely on the EWTN televi-

sion channel for ongoing spiritual nourishment at this time.      


