
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

Our Gifts to God:  

Weekly Budget Goal: $2,372         Last Sunday’s Offering : $868 

Children’s Offering: $11 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

Goal: $10,832  Total Given: $8,491.11 

Pledge Balance: $6,310.40 

As you are gone, help our church carry on.  Please remember your offering is essential to help us 

meet our budget. 

 The Lord Is My Shepherd; There Is Nothing I Shall Want   

As we journey together in this special Lent of health concerns, we have the grace of 

reading Psalm 23 for our responses this Sunday. The 4th Sunday of Lent is traditionally 

a joyful one in the middle of the solemn and penitential season of Lent. It begins with 

the entrance antiphon: “Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who 

were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast” (Is. 66:10-11). Why 

should we speak of joy amid so much fear and tension from this scary pandemic? We 

speak of joy at this difficult time for the same reason we do so in the middle of every 

Lent: God is with us. Psalm 23 invites us to sing and dance God’s accompanying and 

caring presence with us in all situations. This is the big difference faith makes in the 

lives of people who really and deeply believe in God.  

Lent is a time to wake our faith up and learn to live by it for the rest of our lives.  It is a 

time to reconnect with Christ our Shepherd and let him completely lead us by the hand 

and wake us up to the truth of God’s loving and caring presence with us. The healing of 

the man born blind reveals that everyone of us is on an eye-opening journey. The goal 

is a full wakefulness of faith that Paul refers to in our second reading: “You were once 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live like children of light.” Every situation 

in our life is God’s tool for waking us to a faithful awareness of his loving and caring 

Presence.  Jesus’ healing of the blind man was not instant. He sent him to the pool of 

Siloam to bathe. “Siloam” was a sign of Christ himself; it means “sent”. Jesus is the 

one sent by the Father. It is his water, the living water promised to the Samaritan 

woman, that cures blindness. As the sun shines from above to drive away the darkness 

below, Jesus comes from God to drive away the darkness in our lives.  

We come out of the womb with eyes closed, and spend our entire life opening them. 

Our parents surround us with life, truth and love, and we slowly wake up to them all. 
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Continued— 

As we go to bed at night and wake up in the morning, we come to realize that our  en-

tire life is an eye-opening journey. Schooling starts right at home and continues all 

our life.  But not every learning is good and liberating. A first attempt at a harmful 

substance, like an exposure to a bad movie, can ruin one’s life.  Jesus alone is our true 

teacher and guide, who opens our eyes to life-giving eternal truths. He invites us to 

copy the childlike spirit of the man born blind since, like him, we were all born 

“blind.” The man admitted he was blind and needed healing and was open to learn-

ing. He allowed Jesus to lead him, almost by the hand, from physical blindness all the 

way to a proclamation of faith in the Son of God. This is the goal of our journey – 

deep, full and living faith in God’s loving and caring Presence. To the question 

“Where is God?” fear would answer “God is up in the sky, probably looking down on 

us and sometimes busy with the angel,” but living faith would answer “God is right 

here with me.” And so, as we continue to go through this special Lent of health con-

cerns, let our faith drive out our fears that we may walk together with God who is 

right here with us. Amen.  

God bless you all.    Fr. Paulinus   

Health Concern Update– at this time, all upcoming events are cancelled until further notice.  Once we are able, Fr. 

Paulinus will notify people using the Parish Texting application, Facebook page, our website and update the Church’s 

voicemail.  To receive texts, sign up by texting "LittleTherese" (one word) to 84576. It will give you a prompt that allows 

you to register with us. Follow the process to the end. Please remember, if you don’t feel healthy,  please stay home. 

Disciple Maker Survey– has been extended until April 5.  Please remember to return the paper copy if you did it so 

we can mail them to the Catholic Institute.  If you would like to complete it online, go to www.disciplemakerindex.com   

FYI-  If you w ould like to watch Mass at hom e, EW TN show s Sunday Masses or  you m ay stream ing live  

the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 10:00 am Mass at www.savannahcathedral.org. For more resources to support pray-

er during this time go to www.usccb.org or to our Formed online services by signing up for FREE, just visit us here: 

https://churchofthelittleflower.formed.org.   

https://churchofthelittleflower.formed.org/

