
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, and Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for 

appointment 

First Communion and Religious Education– every Sunday at 

11:00 am.  All grades K4 through high school 

RCIA—every Thursday 7:00—8:30 pm.   

Youth Group/ Confirmation–  Wednesday 7:00– 8:30 pm All 

youth are welcome!  Includes supper. 

Rosary—Monday 1:00 PM.   

Our Gifts to God:  

Weekly Budget Goal: $1,941.92         Last Sunday’s Offering: $1,591.00     

Children’s Collection: $53.00 

What I Say To You, I Say To All: ‘Watch!’ 

Welcome to Advent. Today marks the beginning of another year of the Church. Our Moth-

er, Church, takes us through the cycle of the Liturgical year to drill into us the mystery of 

Christ. It is a journey of waking up to Life, Truth and the Way to unending happiness and 

peace. As a child adds years, it wakes up to the reality and magnitude of life. Growing up is 

indeed a waking up. Advent tries to wake us up to the reality of Christ who is Present 

among us and who keeps revealing himself to us.  We can miss this Presence often and 

keep trying to live in his ‘absence,’ along with all the frustration and bitterness that go with 

it. Jesus invites us to watch for his comings, so we do not miss him.  

The invitation to watch implies that Jesus comes to us in unexpected ways.  Last weekend, 

in the parable of the kingdom and the last judgement, he drew attention to his often-

unrecognized Presence. He ended each line by saying, “You did it to me.” This is a wakeup 

call. It should not be seen as a mere representative presence. Jesus’ Presence in our midst 

is real, not imaginary, and could only be seen by a watchful wakefulness. This is the real 

meaning of Christmas: Emmanuel, God with us.  God-in-the-Flesh is not a thing of the 

past. It is NOW. Watchful disposition enables us to see him here and now.  

There are three things we must not get too used to in our daily lives: ourselves, other peo-

ple, and other things. The Spirit of Jesus lives within us and tries to reveal himself to us 

every day.  Let us watchfully wake up again and again to the mystery and reality of the per-

son we are: God’s children who are ONE with Him.  This is our truest identity. The real ev-

erlasting marriage is the one within, God and me, and the two are One. If God lives in you 

and me, then we are one too. Along with us, human beings, the entire creation is God’s 

temple and they reveal him to us too.  Watchful and wakeful souls continue to grow spiritu-

ally by using all the help they can get through prayer, the Word of God, the Sacraments and 

daily experience to keep seeing Jesus who keeps coming to us every day in ourselves, in our 

neighbor and in creation. Like the Emmaus disciples, may the Eucharist open our eyes to 

recognize the One who is with us always. 

God bless you all.   Fr. Paulinus     

Mass Intentions 

Dec 3 
9:30 am Mass 

Maria Thoa T Ta 

12:15 pm Mass 
 

Dec 4 
No Mass 

 
Dec 5 

Noon Mass 
Maria Thoa T Ta 

 
Dec 6 

Holy Hour 5:00 PM 

 6:00 PM Mass 

Bill Fountain 

 

Dec 7 

Noon Mass 

 

Dec 8 

12:30 pm 

6:00 pm 

 
Dec 9 -  No Mass 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Today’s  Readings begin 

on page 952. 

The Responsorial Psalm: 

“Lord, make us turn to 

you; let us see your face 

and we shall be saved.” 

Coffee and Donuts– this 

morning following Mass. 

 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary—  is Friday, De-

cember 8.  We will have 2 masses to celebrate, 12:30 pm and 6:00 pm. 

Christmas Program– Mark you calendars!  Our Annual Christmas pro-

gram will be on Friday, December 15, 2017, at 7:00 pm.   

Christmas Flowers-  If you would like to make a donation in memory or 

in honor of a loved one for the Christmas Flowers, there will be envelopes in 

the back of the church for you.  Please list your loved ones on the front of the 

envelope.   

Ladies Club– will meet this morning in the Church to discuss refresh-

ments for the Christmas program.  Please make plans to attend. 

Christmas Decorations – we need your help!  We need men, women and 

children and a couple of 12’ ladders!  On Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 2:00 

PM we will meet to decorate the church for Christmas.  There’s lots to do so 

we need lots of help!  Please make plans to be there.   

Prayer List-  Please add Jam es and Helen Gatliff and Debbie Bel-

flower (Kathy Wellman’s sister) to your prayer lists.   

Penance Services– St. Theresa’s penance service will be on Thursday, 

December 21 at 7:00 pm.  Other services are: December 5 at Immaculate 

Conception in Moultrie and December 6 at St Juliana in Ft Valley, both are 

at 7:00 pm.   

Second Collection– for Religious Retirement will be next Sunday, Decem-

ber 10, 2017. 


