
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, and Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for 

appointment 

First Communion and Religious Education– every Sunday at 

11:00 am.  All grades K4 through high school 

RCIA—every Thursday 7:00—8:30 pm.   

Youth Group/ Confirmation–  Wednesday 7:00– 8:30 pm All 

youth are welcome!  Includes supper. 

Rosary—Monday 1:00 PM.   

Our Gifts to God:  

Weekly Budget Goal: $1,941.92         Last Sunday’s Offering: $1,939.00     

Children’s Collection: $65.00 

How Often Must I Forgive? (Matthew 18:21) 

In his very first Sunday homily as the Holy Father, Pope Francis proclaimed, “This is 
the Lord’s most powerful message: mercy” (March 17, 2013). Since that day, he has re-
peated over and over the marvelous truth that God’s mercy has no bounds. That’s pre-
cisely the problem with the heartless servant in today’s Gospel: his mercy had limited, 
clearly defined boundaries. 

How boundless is God’s mercy? The best way to answer that is to consider what our 
lives would be like without it. Imagine a world with no tenderness, no forgiveness, no 
compassion. Imagine being bound in your sin and selfishness, your guilt and shame, 
with no way out. Now imagine God sacrificing himself not only to rescue you, but to of-
fer you the promise of eternal life with him in heaven. That’s how boundless his mercy 
is. That’s how deeply he loves you. 

Struck by the depth of God’s love, how can we do anything but bow down to him in 
worship and show that same mercy to the people around us? 

Mercy is not just an abstract idea or a nice theory. It’s a concrete reality. It’s not just a 
message that we can choose to live out when it’s convenient for us. God’s mercy for us is 
meant to be at the heart of how we think and act toward each other. It’s meant to be the 
characteristic that sets us apart in a world caught up in self-righteousness, division, and 
unforgiveness. It’s the best way we can reveal God’s love and invite people to taste it 
themselves. 

Peter asked Jesus, “How often must I forgive?” (Matthew 18:21). He was looking for a 
solid number of times, after which he was off the hook. He was asking about the rules. 
But for the one who has grasped the depths of God’s mercy, rules and limits no longer 
matter. 

May we all taste this mercy more deeply today so that we can become more merciful as 
well. 

“Thank you, Jesus, for showering me with your love. Lord, help me to be more merci-
ful.” 

 [From “The Word Among Us Daily Meditations” for Sunday, September 17, 2017] 

Mass Intentions 

Sept 17 

9:30 am 

Robert Olson 

12:15 pm 

 

Sept 18 
Noon Mass 

 
Sept 19 

Noon Mass 
 

Sept 20 
 6:00 PM 

Holy Hour 5:00 PM 

 

Sept 21 
Noon Mass 

 

Sept 22 

No Mass 
 

Sept 23 

No Mass 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Today’s  Readings begin 

on page 930. 

The Responsorial Psalm: 

“The Lord is kind and 

merciful, slow to anger 

and rich in compassion. ” 

Religious Education—resumes this 

morning at 11:00 am.  All children K4 

through High School are encouraged 

to attend to help further their 

knowledge of their faith.  Haven’t reg-

istered yet?  Not a problem you can 

register your children this morning.  

See you there! 

Youth Group/ Confirmation—  we meet each Wednesday.  All youth 6th 

grade and up are welcome.   

RCIA/ Adult Faith Formation-  m eets every Thursday, at 7 pm .  

For the next several weeks, we are focused on the Holy Spirit, using the pro-

gram “The Wild Goose,” available on formed.org.  This is a 14 segment series 

on God’s Love revealed through the Holy Spirit.  Join us and let’s learn to-

gether.  

Second Collection– next week, September 24, 2017 for Mission Co-op. 

Condolences—to Frank and Mary Olson on the passing away of Frank’s 
brother, Bob.  Also, to Marilyn and Britt Brinson, Marilyn’s father, Bill 
Elmore,  passed away as well.  Please keep their families in your prayers. 

Prayer List– Please add Roy Pipkin to your prayers.   

Guest Speaker– Fr. John Wright, Parochial Vicar, at St. Joseph’s in Ma-
con, will be here to give the homily and a lecture for the Parish Feast Day.  
He has written a book about St. Theresa called “The Smallest Spark: A 
World  Ablaze by a Little Life and a Little Way.” 

Parish Feast Day– is Sunday, October 1, 2017, beginning with a Trilingual 

Mass at 10:30 am. We will have a parish picnic/ potluck lunch following 

Mass.  The church will provide hamburgers and hotdogs, as well as the 

drinks.  To help celebrate, we are asking for everyone to bring side dishes.  

The following would be helpful: 

 If your last name begins with A– E bring desserts 

 If your last name begins with F—L bring potato salad 

 If your last name begins with M—Q bring baked beans 

 If your last name begins with R—Z bring slaw 

Please feel free to bring a favorite dish your family enjoys.   


