
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  

Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, and Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for 

appointment 

First Communion and Religious Education– resumes Sep-

tember 10, 2017 

RCIA—resumes September 14, 2017 at 7:00 pm.   

Youth Group–  Wednesday 7:00– 8:30 pm All youth are welcome!  

Includes supper. 

Rosary—Monday 1:00 PM.   

Our Gifts to God:       

Weekly Budget Goal: $1,941.92         Last Sunday’s Offering: $2,420.00 

Children’s Offering: $25.00 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal Goal: $11,350 Paid to date: $8,368 

Pledge Balance yet to be paid: $2,985 

We Grow Through Keeping Our Eyes and Ears on Jesus 
 
It is a great delight to watch children grow; from toddlers to the first wobbly steps and 
soon they begin to run around and you have to keep trying to stop them from hurting 
themselves, as they will try every new exciting adventure. As they keep growing, we 
keep watching and warning them to keep them out of danger; we want them to have a 
steady and healthy growth. As God’s children, we all go through processes of spiritual 
growth, from toddlers through our first steps and to running around.  Through the sto-
ries of Elijah and Peter, the readings of this weekend reveal the spiritual growth pro-
cess, and the important use of our inner ears and eyes to keep us guided by the parental 
presence of God.   
 
Elijah had just won a “proof of divinity” contest with the prophets of Baal. God an-
swered him by fire and proved himself real. But, Jezebel went after Elijah for a revenge, 
and running for his life, he came to Horeb (Sinai), the mountain of God. Now, alone 
with God, it was a moment of his own spiritual growth. God had appeared to Moses on 
this same mountain, amidst thunder and lightnings.  Elijah expected God to manifest 
himself in the same old ways, through storms and loud noises.  But God surprised him 
and came in a “tiny whispering sound.” This is because God is not here for a show, but 
to reach our hearts and make them grow in hearing him and living with him every day.  
 
In the gospel, Peter was beginning to take his wobbly first steps of faith. He set his eyes 
on Jesus and walked over the troubled waters. But as soon as he turned away from 
Christ and began to see only the force of the wind, as soon as he began to see only the 
greatness of his problems, the troubled waters began to drown him. If we take our eyes 
off Jesus and set them only on our problems, those problems will appear bigger and 
begin to drown us. Peter gave us a good example though. When he began to sink, he 
turned back to Jesus and asked for help. Jesus saved him and encouraged him to sharp-
en his inner eyes of faith and keep them open to seeing God even in troubled waters. 
Spending time alone with God in prayer, as Jesus did in the mountains before walking 
on the waters, will enable us grow in our faith, able to walk on storms, seeing and hear-
ing God in them, saying: “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” He delights in watch-
ing us grow, and would like us to recognize his parental presence. 
 

God bless you all. Fr. Paulinus 

Mass Intentions 

Aug 13 

9:30 am 

Joseph Pham Cuu 

12:15 pm 

 

Aug 14 
6:00 PM 

 
Aug 15  
Noon  

6:00 PM 
 

Aug 16 
 6:00 PM 

Holy Hour 5:00 PM 
 

Aug 17 
Noon Mass 

 

Aug 18 

Noon Mass 
 

Aug 19 

6:00 PM 

Youth Mass 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Today’s  Readings begin 

on page 921. 

The Responsorial Psalm: 

“Lord, let us see your 

kindness, and grant us 

your salvation.” 

Assumption of the Virgin 

Mary—this Holy Day of Obligation 

is  Tuesday, August 15.  We will have 

3 different Masses to celebrate.  

Monday at 6:00 PM will be for 

Spanish Parishioners.  Tuesday at 

Noon will be in English and Tuesday 

at 6:00 PM will be in  Vietnamese 

and English.   

Summer Youth Group– We will continue to meet from 7:00—8:30 pm.  

Supper is provided.  All youth 6th grade and up are welcome.    

Registration for Religious Education- w ill be on August 20 and 

August 27, with Sunday classes resuming on September 10 and Wednesday 

Confirmation and Youth Group will start regular classes on September 13, 

2017.  We ask parents to please register your child so we will be able to get 

the books and supplies needed for all children.  Please contact Kathy Well-

man with any questions for Sunday classes and Tammy Teel for any youth or 

confirmation questions.   

Give Us This Day– It’s renewal time for Give Us This Day.  This book is a 

valuable asset for your daily faith life since it has the daily readings and re-

flections.  If you are interested in maintaining your subscription or are inter-

ested in starting it, please contact Tammy Teel at 229.313.9065 or at 

tteel1973@gmail.com no later than Sunday, August 13, 2017.  Your cost is 

$15 per year.  If you would like to put your payment in the collection basket, 

please write “Give Us This Day” in the memo.   

Thank you – from Rudee McConnell and family for the prayers for Tim 

and Ryan Bell.  Thankfully, the tumor was not cancerous for Tim, and Ryan 

has been able to receive medication that is helping his skin.  God is Great! 

Prayer List— Please add Mary Mitchell McKinnon (Karen Pipkin’s daugh-

ter) to your prayers.   

Second Collection—today will be for Latin America.   


