
807   S.  3rd St.     
Cordele, Georgia   
(229) 273-3446 (office) 
(229) 805-5588 (emergency)   

Mass Times 
Sunday: 9:30 AM (Eng)             12:15 PM (Spanish) 
Mon, Tu, Th, Fri at Noon          Wed at 6:00 PM 

Confessions 
Sun 8:45-9:15am  
        11:30 to Noon 
Wed 5:15-5:45pm 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church  
Fr. Paulinus Okpala, Pastor  Sacraments 

Baptism, Marriage, and Anointing of the Sick– Call pastor for ap-

pointment 

First Communion and Religious Education-- resumes in September 

 Adult Faith Formation—resumes in September  

Youth Group/ Confirmation–  Wednesday 7:00—8:30 pm.  Supper is 

provided. 

Our Gifts to God:  

Weekly Budget Goal: $1,941.92         Last Sunday’s Offering : $2,651.00     

Children’s Offering: $26.00 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Goal: $10,602  Given to Date: $7,512.75 

Balance on Pledges: $2,849 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

A thorn in the flesh . . . (2 Corinthians 12:7) 

Many theologians have guessed as to what Paul was referring to. Some say it was some-
thing physical like a chronic eye problem, migraines, or a speech impediment. Some say 
Paul was talking about temptations from the devil. Still others say Paul was referring to 
those “false apostles” who do a “great deal of harm” (2 Corinthians 11:13; 2 Timothy 
4:14). Whatever it was, this “thorn” caused Paul a great deal of distress. 

Now, compared to last Sunday’s Gospel, which told us that Jesus heals people who have 
faith in him, today’s reading tells us that even people who have great faith are not al-
ways healed. Paul had great faith, and he begged the Lord to deliver him, but the thorn 
remained. 

Let this sink in for a moment: Paul the miracle worker, a man through whom people 
were healed just by touching his clothes, was himself not healed (Acts 19:12). Clearly, 
healing is a mystery that we cannot fully understand. 

But here is what we can understand: God, our heavenly Father, knows us intimately 
(Jeremiah 1:5). He knows why Paul was not healed of this thorn. He knows why Francis 
of Assisi was not healed of his eye disease. He knows why some of our loved ones con-
tinue to suffer as well. 

God knows all of the thorns in our lives—spiritual, emotional, and physical—and he 
knows the plans he has for our lives. In many cases, we won’t find the answers to these 
mysteries until we are united with the Lord in heaven. But that doesn’t mean we should 
lose our faith. If anything, these mysteries should deepen it! Sometimes, the only an-
swer is to pray for courage, resiliency, and steadfastness. Sometimes, the only answer 
we have is to trust God and have faith in “what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1). 

This is exactly what Paul did. He trusted that God’s grace would be sufficient for him. 
And it was sufficient—just as it can be for all of us. 

“Lord, help me to deal with the thorns in my life. Jesus, I surrender them to you.” 

[From “The Word Among Us Daily Meditations” for Sunday, July 8, 2018] 

Weekly Mass 

July 8 
9:30 am 
12:15 pm 

 
July 9 

Noon Mass 
 

July 10 
Noon Mass 

 
July 11 

5:00 pm Holy Hour 

6:00 pm Mass 

 

July 12 

Noon Mass 

 

July 13 

No Mass 

 
July 14 

No Mass 

churchofthelittleflower.wordpress.com 

Today’s readings begin 

on page 1038. 

Responsorial Hymn: 

“Our eyes are fixed on 

the Lord, pleading for 

his mercy.” 

Summer Youth Group– will resume Wednesday, July 11.  We meet from 7-

8:30 pm.  Supper is provided.  We invite all youth grades 6 and up to come and 

enjoy the fun and fellowship while learning about God. 

Second Collection– there will be a second collection next Sunday, July 15, 

2018, for the Church in Africa.   

Prayer List– please add Janice Sears to your prayers. 

Food Pantry-  W e take up collections for  the food pantry every 1st 

and 3rd Sunday of each month.  Items needed: canned and boxed meat, oatmeal 

and grits (individual servings), dish soap and toilet paper are also needed.   

VIRTUS— classes have been scheduled in the Albany Deanery. This training is 

required for Safe Environment Compliance for any adult who will come into 

contact with youth as part of their ministry (Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Cate-

chists), and must be completed before they begin ministry. Seating is limited at 

these sessions and you must pre-registration online to save your seat.  To regis-

ter, go to www.diosav.org, and find the training listed on the Upcoming Events 

Calendar.” The following classes will be held at St. Teresa’s in Albany: Wednes-

day, July 11 at 6:30 pm and Saturday, August 18 at 9:00 am.   

Mass Intentions– Would you like Father Paulinus to remember a loved one 

during a daily or a Sunday Mass?  Please contact him with the information and 

he will be glad to say the Mass for your special person.   

http://www.diosav.org/

